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Lesson 2: 

The Power of Jesus’ Name 
 

 Objectives 
 

1. To know God personally by the names given in the Word of God. 
2. To realize that there is no single name that can describe and contain our God and 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He is a magnificent God. 
3. To know that we have been given the authority to use the name of Jesus, that when 

we pray in Jesus name, we are praying for things that will honor and glorify Jesus 
our Lord. 

4. To understand that Jesus had given us the victory in His Name above any 
circumstances, problems, trials and even the enemy. 

 
 

 Introduction  
 
WHAT DOES GOD CALL HIMSELF? 
 

A person’s names always tell 
something about him or about the 
relationship he has to those who 
use the names. Often names 
grow out of experiences people 
have. So it is with God. He has 
revealed aspects of His nature by 
the names He uses with men, 
and some of them have grown 
out of specific experiences men 
have had with God. 
 
To know Jesus remains the 
single most important blessing 
you can have in your entire life. 

Just like Paul when he said that he counted everything lost for the sake of knowing 
Jesus Christ.  
 
“Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the priceless gain of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so 
that I may have Christ.” - Philippians 3:8 (NLT) 
 
This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong 
man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts 
boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who 
exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares 
the Lord. - Jeremiah 9:23-24 
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 Lesson Proper 
 

PRIMARY OLD TESTAMENT NAMES 
 

1. Elohim. (used 2500 times in OT) - The most general (and least specific in significance) 
name for God in the Old Testament is Elohim, Although its etymology is not 
clear, it apparently means “Strong One,” and it is used not only of the true God 
but also of heathen gods (Gen 31:30; Ex 12:12). The “im” ending indicates that 
the word is plural, and this has given rise to considerable speculation as to the 
significance of the plural. Some have suggested that it is an indication of 
polytheism, which would be difficult to sustain since the singular (Eloah) is rarely 
used and since Deuteronomy 6:4 clearly says that God is one.  

 
Elohim, the strong one, is the powerful Governor of the universe and of all the 
affairs of mankind. This name for God occurs over 2,500 times in the Old 
Testament. Take time to read verses like Genesis 1:1 and remember that this 
one is your God in all the circumstances of life. 

 
2. Yahweh. (YHWH or JHWH)The most important name for God in the OT is the 

tetragrammaton YHWH (occurs about 6,800 times), usually pronounced 
‘Yahweh,’. Due to the increasing sanctity attached to the name and the 
consequent desire to avoid misuse, the title Adonai (‘My Great Lord’) was 
pronounced in place of the tetragrammaton.  

 
3. Jehovah (english name). This is the most specific name for God in the Old Testament, 

though Jehovah is not a real word! It is actually an artificial English word put 
together from the four Hebrew consonants YHWH and the vowels from another 
name for God, Adonai. Thus Jehovah was concocted this way: YaHoWaH, or 
Jehovah. The Jews had a superstitious dread of pronouncing the name YHWH, 
so whenever they came to it they said Adonai. We probably ought to pronounce 
it Yahweh. 

 
4. Adonai (jewish name which means “My Great Lord”). This is the name of God which 

the Jews substituted for the Tetragrammaton (the four letters YHWH, Yahweh) 
when they read the Scriptures. The four Hebrew letters usually transliterated 
YHWH or JHVH that form a biblical proper name of God.  

 
Adonai, too, is a basic designation for God and means Lord (master). It is used, 
as one might expect, of the relationship between men (like master and slave, as 
in Ex 21:1–6); thus when it refers to God’s relationship with men it conveys the 
idea of His absolute authority. Notice its occurrences in Joshua 5:14 (where 
Joshua recognized the authority of the captain of the Lord’s hosts) and Isaiah 
6:8–11 (where Isaiah was commissioned by his Master). 
 
There are two sides to a master-servant relationship. On the one hand, the 
servant must give absolute obedience to his master. On the other hand the 
master obligates himself to take care of the servant. If the believer truthfully calls 
God by His name, Lord, then he can expect God to take care of him, and God in 
turn can expect the believer to obey Him in everything. 
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COMPOUND OLD TESTAMENT NAMES 
 

Frequently the Old Testament reveals something about the character or activity of God 
by using some designation in compound with Yahweh or El (which is the singular of 
Elohim). Here are some examples: 
 

1. El Elyon—“The most high” (Gen 14:22). Notice its use in connection with Lucifer’s 
desire to be like the Most High (Is 14:14). 

 
2. El Olam—“The everlasting God” (Gen 21:33). Notice this use in connection with God’s 

inexhaustible strength (Is 40:28). 
 
3. El Shaddai—“The Almighty God” (Gen 17:1). This probably derives from a related word 

which means “mountain” and pictures God as the overpowering almighty one 
standing on a mountain. The name is often used in connection with the 
chastening of God’s people, as in Ruth 1:20–21 and the thirty-one times it is 
used in the book of Job. 

 
4. Yahweh Jireh—The Lord provides (Gen 22:14). This is the only occurrence. After the 

angel of the Lord pointed to a ram as a substitute for Isaac, Abraham named 
the place, “the Lord provides.” 

 
5. Yahweh Nissi—The Lord is my Banner (Ex 17:15). Similarly, after the defeat of the 

Amalekites, Moses erected an altar and called it Yahweh Nissi. Actually this 
and the other compounds are not really names of God, but designations that 
grew out of commemorative events. 

 
6. Yahweh Shalom—The Lord is peace (Judg 6:24). 
 
7. Yahweh Sabbaoth—“The Lord of hosts” (1 Sa 1:3). The hosts are the angels of 

heaven which are ready to obey the Lord’s commands. This title was often 
used by the prophets (Isaiah and Jeremiah) during times of national distress to 
remind the people that Yahweh was still their Protector. 

 
8. Yahweh Maccaddeshcem—The Lord thy Sanctifier (Ex 31:13). 
 
9. Yahweh Roi—“The Lord ... my shepherd” (Ps 23:1). 
 
10. Yahweh Tsidkenu—The Lord our Righteousness (Jer 23:6). This title was a direct 

thrust against King Zedekiah (which means Yahweh is righteousness) who was 
a completely unrighteous king (2 Ch 36:12–13). 

 
11. Yahweh Shammah—“The Lord is there” (Eze 48:35). 
 
12. Yahweh Elohim Israel—“The Lord God of Israel” (Judg 5:3). This is a designation 

frequently used by the prophets (Is 17:6), similar to the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. 

 
13. Qadosh Israel—“The Holy One of Israel” (Is 1:4). 

This list might go on and on because these compounds are not really distinct 
names but are more designations or titles. Yet they need to be included in our 
study since they do reveal some things about God. Remember, in the East a 
name is more than an identification; it is descriptive of its bearer, often 
revealing some characteristic or activity of that person.  
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 Conclusion:  

 

 “And you are complete through your union with Christ. He is the Lord over every ruler 
and authority in the universe.” – Colossians 2:10 
 

 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me…go and make disciples of all nations….teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you…. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
– Matthew 28:18-20 

 
 Life Application: 

 

 If you do something in Jesus’ name it means that you do it with the authority He gave 
you and not on your own authority, and that you act within the limits of your authorization, 
whatever those limits may be. You act as His agent, in His stead, to His credit and for 
His benefit and for His Glory. 

 

 And God is more than faithful to supply all our needs in Christ Jesus our Lord!  

 


