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Lesson 1: 

God and His Attributes 
 

 Objectives 
 

1. To know the attributes of God. 
2. To understand the qualities of God. 
3. To differentiate the essential and moral attributes of God. 

 
 

 Introduction  
 

We believe that every Christian should examine and 
study in depth that which God has revealed to us 
about Himself. Ultimately what we think God is like 
will be the very foundation used to form our beliefs 
about Him and His truths.  
 
We have tried to limit our responses to certain 
aspects of God attributes that we feel have been 
most enlightening to us. Now we will look at some 
of His attributes, which are those attributes that 
distinguish the difference between God and His 
created beings. In today’s society everyone 
including Christians want to make God like them. 
God is not like us, which He states very clearly in 
this scripture.  

 
Ps.50:21 "These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was 
altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before 
thine eyes." 
 

 Attributes are the characteristics or qualities belonging to a person. 
 

 Thus when we speak of the attributes of God, we mean those characteristics or 
qualities that belong to God as God, that make God who and what He is.  

 
 

 Lesson Proper 
 

THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 
 
The attributes of god fall into two main groupings: 
 

A. Essential Attributes 
 

• Attributes or qualities which essentially belong to God, apart from any relationship to 
His creatures 

• They are characteristics of God which make God who He is. 

• These essential attributes can never become attributes of man (because man would 
then become God) 



 

 

Ron/ Christian Education Ministry 2 of 6 

• These attributes are also spoken of as being the non-moral or incommunicable  
attributes of God 

 
A.  God is Eternal 
 

 Eternity of being is an attribute of God 

 Eternal signifies having no beginning or end 
 
Biblical expressions are used of God which declare that He is eternal 

 The Everlasting God (Genesis 21:33) 

 The  Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending (Revelation 1:8) 

 The King Eternal (1 Timothy 1:17) 
  

Each of these Scriptures confirm the truth that God is eternal. He is not limited to or by 
time. He is timeless. 

 
Although the saints receive eternal life and will live forever, as God, such eternal life is 
given by God. Eternity of being can never be ascribed to man, as it is only an essential 
attribute of God. 
 
B. God is Self-Existent 
 

 God exists in and  from Himself. He is the reason for His own existence. 

 As the self-existent one, He does not owe His existence to any other, neither does He 
depend on any other to sustain it. 

 This attribute is inapplicable to man, for man is dependent on God for his origin, life 
and continued existence. 

 
Scripture which convey the truth of God’s self-existence: 

 In Him is life (John 1:4) 

 I AM that I AM (Exodus 3:14) 

 The Father God has life in Himself. He has also given the Son to have life in Himself 
(John 5:26) 

 
C. God is Immutable 
 

 When we speak of God’s immutability, we mean that God is unchanged and 
unchangeable as to His character and being. 

 In His mode of being as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God is unchanged and 
unchangeable. 

 In His essential and moral attributes, God is unchangeble. 
 
Scripture that attest to the fact that God is immutable: 

 I am the  Lord, I change not (Malachi 3:6) 

 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8) 

 Two immutable things are God and His word (Hebrews 6:18) 
 
Though God’s actions and dealings with man may vary or change, God in His essential 
and moral attributes never change. He is eternally the same. Man, however, can and must 
change to be what God intends him to. 
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D. God is Omnipotent 
 

 Omnipotent means that God is all-powerful 

 Nothing is impossible with God. That is, nothing that would be consistent with his holy 
nature, character and being. 

 God has the power to do what he wills, yet His power is under the control of holy and 
wise will. 

 Omnipotence also involves the sovereignty of God. God has the absolute right to 
govern and dispose of His creatures as pleases. 

 
Scripture that speaks of God’s omnipotence and sovereignty: 

 The Lord God, the Almighty reigns (Revelation 19:6) 

 There is nothing too hard for God (Jeremiah 32:17,27) 

 God is Almighty (Genesis 17:1) 

 God can do all things and no purpose of His can be restrained (Job 42:2) 
 
E. God is Omniscient 
 

 Omniscience means that God is all-knowing.  

 He knows all things within Himself, in the universe and in all creatures. Whether things 
be past, present or future, God knows them all perfectly. 

 God’s knowledge is absolute and unacquired. He never has to learn anything. This is 
omniscience. 

 Omniscience also involves perfect knowledge, perfect understanding and perfect 
wisdom. 

 
 Perfect knowledge is the accurate possession of all facts 
 Perfect understanding is the full perception and interpretation of the facts 
 Perfect wisdom is the proper application of the facts 
 
It is because of God’s omniscience that He is qualified to be the judge of all men at the 
Great White Throne of judgment (Rev 20:11-15). Omniscience makes God infallible. He is 
incapable of error or omission. 
 
Scriptural statements that attest to God’s omniscience: 

 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch upon the evil and the good 
(Proverbs 15:3) 

 God knows the hearts of all the sons of men (1 John 3:20) 

 God also knows the histories and destinies of all nations and individuals (Psalm 33:13-
15) 

 God’s understanding  is infinite (Isaiah 29:15-16) 
 
Only a God who is omniscient could maintain a universe in harmony with itself and meet 
the needs of all His creatures at one and the same time. 
 
F. God is Omnipresent 
 

 Omnipresence means that God is all-present. He is unlimited by space or time. He is 
everywhere present at all times. 

 God is above and beyond space. Finite space depends upon Him for its existence. 
 
Scriptures that illustrate the fact of God’s omnipresence 
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 God is not far from everyone of us, for in Him we live and move and have our being 
(Acts 17:28) 

 Where two or three gather in my the name of the Lord, His  presence is there 
(Matthew 18:20) 

 The whole earth is full of the glory of the Lord (Isaiah 6:3) 

 There is nowhere where man can flee from the presence of the Lord (Psalms 139:7-
12) 

 
Moral Attributes 

 

 Moral attributes are those characteristics or qualities which belong to God especially in 
relation to His creatures. 

 These attributes are also those which God intends man to possess and thus they are 
called communicable attributes 

 
A. Perfect Holiness 
 

 The prefect holiness of God speaks of absolute purity. He cannot sin nor tolerate sin. 
Holiness is God’s inward character and such it is underived. He is perfectly holy in all 
He thinks, says and does. 

 
Holiness is a major theme in the following scripture passages: 

 Be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy (Leviticus 19:2). (Holiness is one of the key 
words in Leviticus, being used about 45 times) 

 Holiness was the first thing mentioned to Joshua, then came victory over Jericho’s 
walls (Joshua 5:13-15) 

 The Holy Spirit is sent to the believer to make him holy (John 14:26) 
 
B. Perfect Righteousness 
 

 Righteousness and justice are synonymous. Righteousness is holiness in action 
against sin. 

 The holiness of God demands that sin be judged and the sinner punished. Such 
punishment is the righteousness and justice of God in action. (Romans 2:8-9) 

 Righteousness is a holy God acting in a just and upright manner towards His 
creatures. 

 This justice is seen both punishment (Genesis 2:17) and reward (Hebrews 11:26) 
 
The scriptures attest to these statements: 

 The Judge of all the earth will do that which is right (Genesis 18:25) 

 Righteousness belongs to the Lord (Daniel 9:7,14) 

 Righteousness and true holiness are the characteristics of the new man being 
conformed to the image of God in Christ (Ephesians 4:24) 

 
C. Perfect Love 
 

 The Love of God 

 Love is the heart of God’s nature. God not only has love, God is love. The love of God 
is the perfection of affection God has which moves Him to give himself to His 
creatures continually. This love is not merely emotion. It is an act of God’s will I  which 
he eternally gives himself. 

 Love itself is a triunity : there must be the lover, the love and the loved. 
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The following scriptures gives support to this: 
 

 God is love ((1 John 4:8) 

 The perfect expression of the love as in the Godhead to be in His own people is seen 
in Calvary (John 3:16) 

 

 The Goodness God 

 The goodness of God is God’s providential care for all His creatures (Psalm 145:9,15; 
Matthew 6:26) 

 

 The Grace of God 

 Grace is the undeserved, unearned and unmerited favor of God bestowed upon sinful 
men (Ephesians 2:5-8). Grace includes the longsuffering and forbearance of God 
towards sinful men (1 Peter 3:20) 

 

 The Mercy of God 

 Mercy is the pity of God upon the miserable condition of the sinner because of sin 
(Ephesians 2:4), James 5:11) 

 

 The Compassion of God 

 Compassion is sorrow for the sufferings of another with the urge to help. It is pity, 
sympathy relating very much to mercy. Jesus was moved with compassion in His 
ministry. (Matthew 9:36, Luke 15:20) 

 

 The Kindness of God 

 Kindness is the gentle benevolence of God (Ephesians 2:7) 
 
D. Perfect Faithfulness 
 

 The prefect faithfulness of God means that God is absolutely trustworthy, loyal, 
reliable and true to His word. His Word is truth and He is absolutely reliable (Isaiah 
25:1, Deuteronomy 7:9)  

 Faithfulness is applied in Scripture to both God and His Word. God’s Word is as sure 
as Himself. God cannot lie, He is the only true God. 

 
Biblical statements  about  God’s faithfulness: 

 God is faithful (1 Corinthians 1:9, 10:13) 

 Jesus Christ is a merciful and faithful High Priest (Hebrews 2:7) 

 God is faithful and just to forgive us when we confess our sins (1 John 1:9) 
 
God desires that this moral attributes be built into the lives of the redeemed also. 
(Matthew 24:45, Luke 16:10-12, 2 Timothy 2:2) 
 

 Conclusion:  

Dr. A.H. Strong in “Systematic Theology” summarizes the divine attributes as follows: 

1. Absolute or Immanent attributes 
 

•  Spirituality, involving  
 Life, personality 
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•  Infinity, involving 
 Self existence, immutability, unity 

• Perfection, involving 
 Truth, love, holiness 

 
2. Relative or transitive attributes 
 

• Related to time and Space 
 Eternity, immensity 

• Related to Creation 
 Omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence 

• Related to moral beings 
 Veracity and faithfulness, mercy and goodness, justice and righteousness 

 
 Life Application:  

 

 Now that we have known God and His attributes, how then these attributes affect 
our lives? 

 

 As a living testimony, how do we introduce God to unbelievers? 


